Different Interpretations:
one Christian fellowship
Part 1 Baptism and the union with Christ
Presented by Matt Schmidt

What to expect
About the event
●“Common” Christian Themes
●Historical context
●Biblical passages
●Time for research
●Sharing
●

Background
●
●

●
●

●

●

This fall will be my final semester, of a
three year program at a local seminary
In Christian Worship class I realized
there were “themes” regarding
Christian tradition, as well as rituals
that I had little exposure to
Sometimes I felt outside of the
conversation
Alongside my assigned school work I
would research and study the topics
being presented
Result: I was more grounded in my
own understanding, and this allowed
me to be able to dialogue better with
others
We hope that you will be able to find
helpful resources to assist in your
study and dialogue. We welcome your
input.

Words in Dialogue- between two parties
Consider:
What do we find in common (resonance);
-”father” and “padre” in English and Spanish

●

What do we disagree about (dissonance),
-the term “coin” in French does not refer to money, it conveys the idea
of a corner

●

What words have no common usage (non-sonance)?

●

*Shirley Paulson – from Call to Faith blog posting
https://community.christianscience.com/message/17287#17287

WHAT'S YOUR
CONCEPT
of Baptism?

What is your concept of baptism? Take a few moments, write this
out. You won’t have to share this, but imagine you're preparing it for a
meeting. If you feel comfortable, leave out familiar phrases and scriptures
and write in your own words.

Note: the image is not representative of any specific baptism ritual, it is
meant to illustrate how far a concept can differ from mainstream

Common definitions
Christian initiation refers to a process that begins with hearing the
Gospel and confessing the faith, continues with formation in faith
(catechesis), leads to baptism, resulting in the incorporation of the
baptized into the Christian community, often marked by the sharing of
the eucharistic meal.
Baptism is the central event of this process, in which a believer is
incorporated into the body of Christ. This act includes profession of
faith and is “administered with water in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit”.
from “Introduction to Christian Worship” by James White (2001)
published by Abingdon Press

Themes of Baptism and Initiation
These themes/metaphors are used most often but are not exclusive
union with Christ
●incorporation into the body of Christ
●new birth
●forgiveness of sins
●reception of the Holy Spirit.
●

from “Introduction to Christian Worship” by James White (2001)

White’s book and other study materials are available through Amazon,
though I found the general themes and specific Bible passages helpful by
themselves

●

Historical Context – Old Testament
Old Testament -Water is used in a number of different ways.
as God’s judgment agent (think floods and the exodus - narratives)
■
(Patriarchs and Dragons event series gets into the function of
these narratives)

●

for purification to rid ritual uncleanness. (Ezek 36:25-27)

●

to protect health (Lev 15:08)

●

to describe a blessing being poured out (Isa 44:3)

●

Baptism in the New Testament

The New Testament includes limited detail about the ritual of
baptism. What is clear is the description of two main components:
The preparation and instruction prior to baptism (think Phillip guiding the
Ethiopian Acts 8:27-36; I Thes. 2:13-14),

●

The profession of faith in Jesus’ name before or during baptism (Rom 10:
9; 1 Cor 6:11; Acts 2:38).

●

Some suggest there is a third component of anointing or laying on of hands
(Acts 19:6).

Scriptures
Getting back to your concepts of Baptism.
How many of you talked about being baptized into death?

●

How about being baptized into resurrection?

●

How about being clothed with Christ?

●

What about experiencing the newness of life with Christ?

●

These terms might be different than ones you used. As we read
over the following scriptures think about what words sound familiar,
what sounds different.
On your handout write down the ones that seem different.

Scriptures - Romans 3:3-6 (KJV)
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness
of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his
resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified
with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin.

Scriptures - Colossians 2:12-13 (KJV)

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are
risen with him through the faith of the operation
of God, who hath raised him from the
dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened
together with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses;

Scriptures - Ephesians 2:5-6 (KJV)

Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ, (by
grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us
up together, and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

Scriptures - Galatians 3:27 (KJV)

For as many of you have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ

Resources BIBLE –
Including Bible dictionary, concordance, and commentary
Writings of Mary Baker Eddy
search by words or phrases
search by scriptural passages
JSH -online
Word search Bible Notes/ Bible Lesson – example search for “rom. 6:3” as
keyword and "Bible notes" in title box
YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE WITH HEALING

SHARING

●

●

I Invite you to share what has helped you as you think about
having dialogue with others on this topic
We don't need to come to common agreement.
This is about the journey, not the destination.

Have fun talking with others about this topic!

NEXT TIME: Baptism and incorporation into the
body of Christ

Have you considered baptism as a call to
overcome division among churches?
This workshop will focus on the unity
Christians share with each other through
baptism.

